
A Murder Mystery 

The name is Kim, Kim Pelt, and Mosaic’s Local PD Homicide 

Detective.  All amateur sleuths welcome.  However, at 

Mosaic, you will NOT experience a CLUE like game, but an 

Integrative live action adventure.  YOU will discover in your 

adventure a 21st century homicide case.  We will analyze and 

determine hidden evidence, and you may even be a suspect 

in your own murder mystery.  Join us in as I am currently 

working on a case that you ONLY you can help to solve. 

  

A Murder Mystery 

Kim Pelt was born and raised in Texas, and attended UT 

Arlington receiving a B.A. with a double major in 

Communication, and Education.  During her Coppell internship, 

she has taught elementary and middle school GT classes, and 

piloted the first Humanities class in CISD. Kim spent 11 years 

teaching in Coppell, and has recently moved to Southlake Carroll 

ISD where she currently teaches 6th grade ELAR (English, 

Language Arts, Reading) and serves on the Gifted and Talented 

Committee. It is common finding Kim at the cutting edge of 

anything new in the area of education. Career highlights include 

being named Coppell Middle School North campus Teacher of 

the Year during 04-05.  She has certification in ELAR through 

grade 8, and has served as GT specialist, grades K-5, at Town 

Center Elementary in Coppell.  The love of education and 

children has always been first in her life. 

 

Baseball Statistics and the Art of Obfuscation 

It has been said that there are 3 types of lies.  To paraphrase 

Benjamin Disraeli there are, “Lies, Despicable Lies, and 

Statistics”.  Despite this, statistics lie at the heart of most 

sports, especially baseball.  Critical decisions are often made 

based upon statistics, even though what they tell us can be 

confusing or even misleading at times.  What do they all 

really mean anyway?  Explore the numbers in baseball with 

us as we play Fantasy Baseball for a week and use those very 

same statistics to make our decisions and try to guide our 

teams to victory! 

 

Baseball Statistics and the Art of Obfuscation 

David Noel received his BS in Archaeology from The University of 

Texas at Austin (after changing his major 3 times and collecting 

over 170 hours of credit – most of it in the sciences) and his 

MDiv from Southwestern Seminary.  He has been teaching Math 

and Science for 15 years in Fort Worth, Duncanville, and 

Coppell.  This is his 4th year at Mockingbird Elementary where he 

teaches 5th grade Science. He is also involved in developing and 

providing professional development and supplementary science 

materials for Science teachers around the state through his 

company RUBIES Scientific.  David  has enjoyed baseball since 

he was a child, especially the history and the numbers of it (he 

also enjoyed playing it but with a .145 batting average in High 

School he was NOT destined for better things in the sport).  

Having played baseball in Middle School and High School and 

having taken a couple of statistics courses during his sojourn 

through college, David is well versed in baseball statistics and 

even does the scoring for his son’s little league baseball team as 

well as scoring Texas Ranger games when he gets to attend one 

(which he does as often as possible). 

  

Building and Structures 

Participants will work with K’NEX, a dynamic, open-ended 

spatial building system, to construct buildings and structures.  

They will be engaged in the hands-on exploration of objects, 

math concepts and scientific phenomena.  Students will be 

encouraged to apply an organized, logical strategy as they 

design, build and problem-solve.   
 

Building and Structures 

Boyd Grayson received his Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Geology from Texas Tech University in December of 1980. Boyd 

has worked as an Exploration Field Geologist in West Virginia 

and Texas. He has been involved in Middle School Science 

Education for nearly 20 years. He is currently a 6th grade Science 

Teacher at Greenhill School in Addison TX. He and his wife, Tami, 

currently coach the Middle School and Upper School Greenhill 

Science Olympiad teams. In eight years of competition, their 

teams have won over 25 team trophies and hundreds of 

individual event medals. Boyd also served as the Science 

Olympiad National Event Supervisor for the Rocks and Minerals 

Event during the three years 2006-2008. 

  

Calligraphy 

In this class students will study the age-old art of hand 

lettering. They will learn a few different alphabets over the 

course of the week, as well as techniques for how to keep 

lines straight and how to create borders around their 

calligraphy.  We will use our calligraphy to make decorative 

boxes that may become treasured momentos as a final 

project. Hand lettering is an art.  Calling all artists!   

  

Calligraphy 

Gail Cary has lived in Coppell for 24 years and is an art teacher 

at CMS West.  Gail majored in art at Texas Tech University and 

she taught art for six years before taking a 16-year break to stay 

home with her children.  She came back to teaching six years 

ago.  While at home with her kids she learned calligraphy and 

started a little business creating cards, birth announcements, 

addressing wedding invitations, and many other things using her 

creative handwriting and art background.  Gail loves teaching 

and is always excited to help students learn and expand their 

own creative talents. 



Chess 

Chess class covers the moves of chess, including castling, en 

passant, and pawn promotion. As students master chess 

rules, they learn and practice basic checkmates, such as the 

two-rook mate. Students read and write chess using 

algebraic chess notation.  Experienced chess players teach 

others and solve advanced chess puzzles. For the last 30 

minutes of the Monday through Thursday classes, students 

play chess against one another in a tournament setting. For 

the last hour on Friday, Dr. Root will play all the students (and 

their parent helpers) in a simultaneous exhibition. 

  

Chess 

Dr. Alexey Root has a Ph.D. in education from UCLA (1999). At 

The University of Texas at Dallas, she teaches the Chess in 

Education Certificate Online courses, see www.uttc.org. She is a 

highly rated chess player and was winner of the 1989 U.S. 

Women’s Chess championship. Dr. Root has written four books 

on chess in education, see 

http://lu.com/authors/AlexeyRoot.pdf. 
 

Costume Design 

Participants will design and construct a costume using 

recyclable items and materials. These delightful expressions 

of each person’s personality will be creatively constructed 

and decorated.   Students will develop wonderful characters 

based on their unique costumes and will even perform in 

fashion show.  A hands-on dramatic experience – perfect for 

those who love the performing arts! 

 

 Costume Design and Puppetry 

Amy Yakubovsky attended the University of North Texas where 

she earned a BS in Education and a Master of Education.  Her 

teaching fields are Theatre and English. She just completed her 

19th year teaching Theatre Arts in Coppell ISD.  She was 

selected as Teacher of the Year for Coppell Middle School East in 

2005-2006.  She not only teaches theatre and directs plays; she 

also loves being on stage as well.   

  

Creative Writing 

Take a journey with language and create a writer’s portfolio.  

Discover why Ernest Hemingway spent entire career 

endeavoring to write the perfect sentence.  This young 

author’s course is designed to sharpen the pen through a 

“Show Don’t Tell” writer’s workshop.  Students will explore 

their experiences through new eyes and produce multiple 

pieces of writing.  In addition, each student will contribute his 

or her best final draft to a class project using Photostory 3.  

Looking for passionate writers!! 

 

Creative Writing 

Diane Ramsey, a Colorado native, attended Grand Canyon 

University in Phoenix, Arizona and received a B.A. with a double 

major in English and Social Science.  At the secondary level, she 

has taught language arts in middle school, English I, English II, 

English II Pre-AP, English III, and Creative Writing I and II in high 

school.  She has taught in the Coppell ISD for seven years, most 

recently at Coppell Middle School West.  Her husband, Michael 

and she share the love of education and children.  They adopted 

four boys from Penza, Russia and feel extremely blessed to stub 

their toes on Tonka Trucks, dodge light sabers, and continually 

find Lego’s in obscure places.  One day, she plans to be on the 

Oprah Show to debut her novel called I Couldn’t Have Planned 

This. 

  

Debate: Roaring with Rhetoric and Reasoning 

Texting helps make and keep friends. Texting is a dangerous 

time waster. Playstation and Wii are great for creativity and 

exercise. Playstation and Wii are ruining kids’ health. Take a 

stand, speak your mind, argue for something you believe in. 

This course will give you fundamentals of argumentation, 

challenge you to formulate positions, and examine the 

underlying premises of your claims. You’ll get introduced to 

formal methods of competitive debate through a lens of 

examining some basic concepts (e.g. belief, bias, certainty, 

explanation, interpretation, truth) from the International 

Baccalaureate Theory of Knowledge course. 

 

Debate: Roaring with Rhetoric and Reasoning 

Jeb Puryear graduated from the University of Oklahoma with a 

Bachelor’s degree in chemistry.  After not finding satisfying 

employment in the “real world” he became a teacher.   He now 

teaches chemistry and is the coordinator of the International 

Baccalaureate program at Coppell High School.  Before working 

at CHS the past four years, he was a chemistry teacher and 

speech/debate coach at Arlington High School for six years.  His 

favorite part of coaching was always teaching the fundamentals 

to new students.  He continues this work as a very part time 

assistant to the debate team at CHS. 

 

  



Engineering 

Engineers are problem solvers – possessing one of the most 

sought after skill sets in the modern world. Enjoy building 

things?  Enjoy solving problems?  If so, then THIS is the right 

course.  Students will use LEGO’s to explore the world of 

engineering.  They will use creativity and ingenuity to design 

their own solutions to problems.  If a student is not sure 

about engineering but wants to learn more, this is a great 

course to take. 

 

Engineering 

The Coppell HS Engineering program is a model organization 

whose students and teachers are sought after for their passion 

and expertise.  The sixteen 2009 CHS engineering program 

graduates received over $800,000 in college scholarships.  Last 

year two former CHS engineering students who attend Texas 

A&M provided expert instruction in MOSAIC Engineering and 

received superior feedback.  The students loved them.  By 

popular demand:   

 

Joey Ammouri: Joey was a student with Mike Yakubovsky in 

Infinity 1 and Infinity 2.  He graduated from CHS in the spring of 

2008.  Joey is a junior at Texas A&M majoring in Industrial 

Engineering.  In 2008, Joey taught the EXCITE Rocket Camp. 

  

Kimberly Webster: Kimberly was a student with Mike 

Yakubovsky in LEGO Engineering, Infinity 1, and Infinity 2.  She is 

also a NASA High School Aerospace Scholar.  She is currently a 

freshman at Texas A&M majoring in Aerospace Engineering.  

She has also taught beginning golf to children in a program 

called First Tee.  

  

Grossology 

Based on the writings of Sylvia Branzei and Jack Keely, 

experience where nutrients like to travel, which organs do 

they visit, what do they do once they get there. How does 

what you eat affect what you can do?  Observe roles as you 

create and evaluate The Chemical Balancing Act.  Uncover 

evidence while investigating food “myths”?  Get ready to talk 

about bodily functions and what really goes on when you eat. 

 

 

Grossology 

Marci Moore teaches sixth grade science at Coppell Middle 

School West and coordinates Kids in Service.  She has been a 

professional teacher in Texas the past eight years, the first four 

teaching solely gifted students.  Nutrition education through 

foods and fitness highlights her 30+ year career as a clinical 

dietitian and diabetes educator in California, Hawaii, Utah and 

Texas after earning her BA from San Jose State University.  She 

maintains professional licenses as RD, LD, CDE. 

 

Introduction to Philosophy: The Foundation of Critical 

Thinking 

What does it mean to be fair? What is time? How do you 

know who your friends are? Can something logical ever not 

make sense? Can you think about nothing at all? These are 

some classic philosophical questions that can seem as 

relevant today as they did hundreds of years ago. This course 

will acquaint students with the wonders of philosophy and 

include fun activities which help students understand not only 

philosophy but also understand themselves better. 

 

Introduction to Philosophy: The Foundation of Critical Thinking 

Todd Kettler is the Coppell ISD Director of Advanced Academics. 

He studied philosophy and literature at Baylor University leading 

to a teaching career with middle school and high school 

students. His current focus in advanced academics includes 

working with gifted students and teaching students to become 

better critical thinkers. 
 

Kitchen CSI 

Why did those cookies come out wrong?  Does the salt really 

matter?  Become a forensic food scientist!  Apply scientific 

concepts and processes as you discover best practices with 

foods and equipment.  Observe and evaluate which details 

made a difference in food preparation.  You may even get to 

eat what you make, if you dare. 

 

  

Kitchen CSI 

Marci Moore teaches sixth grade science at Coppell Middle 

School West and coordinates Kids in Service.  She has been a 

professional teacher in Texas the past eight years, the first four 

teaching solely gifted students.  Nutrition education through 

foods and fitness highlights her 30+ year career as a clinical 

dietitian and diabetes educator in California, Hawaii, Utah and 

Texas after earning her BA from San Jose State University.  She 

maintains professional licenses as RD, LD, CDE. 

 

  



Money  

Join Capital Clique on its FUN adventure learning about 

money and how to make it work for you!  Capital Clique is the 

up and coming exclusive club for young minds that want to 

learn the secrets of money. The program is highly interactive 

and energetic so you have fun while learning the importance 

of saving and investing NOW. The games, competitions, role-

playing and group activities keep you involved and active 

while learning an important skill. Some of the topics we 

cover include goals and the importance of goal setting, how 

we make money, how we spend money wisely, how we keep 

track of money and how our money can make us money 

through investing and much more! We invite you to become 

part of Capital Clique!! 

  

 

Money 

Stacy Cushing graduated in 1992 with a B.A. degree from The 

University of Michigan with a double major in psychology and 

communications. Stacy began her career with MACY’S after she 

was recruited to enter their prestigious executive training 

program in New York City.  Other positions she has held are 

associate buyer, buyer and account executive. All these positions 

allowed her to to run major accounts and serve as an integral 

part of teams responsible for generating business and launching 

new accounts. 

 

Shanie Gundy graduated from Manchester University, England 

with an L.L.B. and was sworn in as an Attorney in July, 2002. 

Throughout her studies, Shanie worked as a tutor for all age 

groups in different subject matters and eventually became 

certified as a Mediator as well. She then held the position of In-

House Counsel in a real estate company prior to starting up 

FOCUS LLP. 
 

Puppetry 

Design and create puppets, props, and sets, rehearse the 

play using the puppet stage, and perform a live puppet show.  

Creativity and excitement will flow as students are exposed to 

the wonderful world of puppetry!  So many types of puppets 

and so much fun!   

  

 

Puppetry 

Amy Yakubovsky attended the University of North Texas where 

she earned a BS in Education and a Master of Education.  Her 

teaching fields are Theatre and English. She just completed her 

19th year teaching Theatre Arts in Coppell ISD.  She was 

selected as Teacher of the Year for Coppell Middle School East in 

2005-2006.  She not only teaches theatre and directs plays; she 

also loves being on stage as well.   

Rocketry  

Participants will launch their knowledge of flight by building 

and launching their own rockets!  This is a scientific learning 

opportunity, meaning students will learn and build upon the 

instruction provided and their experiences.  They will 

experiment with propulsion by launching and recovering their 

personally built rocket!  

 

 

Rocketry 

Mike Yakubovsky is the lead engineering instructor at Coppell 

High School. He has been with the district since 2003. He has 

worked closely with TCU and SMU in the development of the 

Engineering program in Coppell. Mike played football at Austin 

College for 2 years and then moved to the University of Texas at 

Arlington where he earned his Bachelor of Science, his teaching 

certificate and began work on his Masters in Education. Mike 

currently gives presentations for SMU, demonstrating what 

Coppell High School does in its Infinity Project class. 
 

Team Twilight 

Are you Team Edward?  Team Jacob?  Team Twilight 

encompasses all that and more!  In this exciting fun-filled 

class, you will engage in discussion, debate, writing, music, 

role-playing, games, and even an awards ceremony all in the 

spirit of our favorite vampires.  Participants must have 

finished reading the book Twilight by Stephenie Meyer.  

Students will really “sink their teeth” into this stimulating 

reunion of Twilight fanatics. (This course is open to 7-9th 

graders) 

 

Team Twilight 

Lisa “Cullen” Armstrong, known for her Twilight affection, earned 

her Bachelor’s degree in Management from Boise State 

University and her M.B.A. in Finance from the University of 

Dallas.  She has been a favorite substitute teacher for CISD for 

six years and has been teaching Religious Education at her 

church for over thirteen years.  Her fondness for teaching and 

vibrant personality will bring an added excitement to Team 

Twilight. 

  

Alicia “Swan” Montgomery, fellow book lover and Twilight 

connoisseur, graduated from Concordia University with a 

Bachelor’s degree in Education.  She earned her Master’s degree 

in Library Science from the University of North Texas.  She is the 

6th grade Gifted and Talented Language Arts teacher at Coppell 

Middle School East.  Her love of reading combined with her 

excitement about the Twilight series and passion for students 

more than qualifies her to lead this very exciting and newest 

addition to the MOSAIC lineup. 

  

  



Video Game Design 

Do you like to play video games?  Ever wonder how they are 

made?  This course provides students with a fun interactive 

look at the world of video game design and development. 

Students enrolled in this camp will learn the basics of video 

game design and produce several different interactive video 

games to share with their friends and family.  This course is 

perfect for students who are in to gaming and want to create 

their own interactive gaming experience.  (This course has a 

$20 laptop and software materials fee) 

 

Video Game Design 

These courses will be provided by Youth Tech Inc..  Youth Tech is 

an interactive computer camp that focuses on providing 

enrichment opportunities to students in the world of computers. 

With a caring environment at the core of camp values, Youth 

Tech strives to create a positive learning community that 

encourages creativity, fun and academic excellence.  
 

Web Design 

Interested in future web design and development?  Want to 

impress your friends with your own website? This course is an 

in-depth look at the world of web design and development. 

Students enrolled in this session will learn how to build their 

own web site from start to finish using Adobes award winning 

suite of products. Students will have access to their websites 

and hosting for up to one year. (This course has a $20 laptop 

and software materials fee) 

 

Web Design 

These courses will be provided by Youth Tech Inc..  Youth Tech is 

an interactive computer camp that focuses on providing 

enrichment opportunities to students in the world of computers. 

With a caring environment at the core of camp values, Youth 

Tech strives to create a positive learning community that 

encourages creativity, fun and academic excellence.  

 

 

For more information or to register:  mosaic@coppellgifted.org.  When registering, please provide: student name, grade in fall 

2010, course choice(s) – up to two per week, and class time(s).  See MOSAIC schedule to select course times appropriate for 

your child’s grade.  CGA Members - $90 one course, $155 two courses.  Non-members – $105 one course, $190 two courses.  

There are early bird discounts if you register before March 15th. 
 

 

mailto:mosaic@coppellgifted.org

