
Special Report on High School Choices 

in Coppell          by Barbara Geller 

My advice, as a general rule of thumb, is 
that a moderately gifted child should 
follow the gifted (GT) track in the sub-
jects in which he is gifted or the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) track.  Highly 
or profoundly gifted students (those who 
score in the top 1-2% on a nationally 
normed test) should definitely consider 
IB, Texas Academy of Math and Sci-
ences (TAMS) or another early college 
program (such as Texas Academy of 
Leadership in the Humanities) to get the 
most challenge.  These programs will 
also fit many students who are high 
achievers, even if they are not highly or 

profoundly gifted. 

From an educational theory standpoint, I 
believe International Baccalaureate is 
the best curriculum.  IB is global, en-
courages critical and creative thinking, 
and allows students to delve deeper into 

their interest areas. 

However, the GT track might be more 
manageable than the IB track for a child 
who is gifted in one area but particularly 
weak in another, or who has an ex-
tremely heavy load of extracurricular 
activities, or who struggles with foreign 
languages, because GT classes can be 
mixed with some easier classes, 
whereas the IB curriculum is pretty rigor-
ous across the board.   The GT track 
also lets kids choose more electives, so 
a student who has a passion for some-
thing like theatre, engineering, aero-
space, health sciences, etc., has more 

electives to explore their passion. 

How to DecideHow to DecideHow to DecideHow to Decide    

Above all, look for the right fit for your 
child.  The rules of thumb above need to 
be balanced against your child’s needs.  
To do so, it helps to look at some key 
factors that influence what he or she 
will get out of the high school experi-
ence:  class composition, curriculum, 
teacher quality, school size, college 

credit, and flexibility.  

 There is a huge variance between 
gifted kids.  A profoundly gifted child is 
as different from a moderately gifted 
child as the latter is from an “average” 
child.  Some kids are gifted in Math & 
Science, others in Language & Humani-
ties, and some in both.  Some are highly 
motivated self-starters.  Others are do-
ing the minimum to get by without incur-
ring parental wrath and need the school 
setting that best engages and motivates 
them.  Some are overloaded with extra-
curricular activities that are the highlight 
of their day; others just are not “joiners” 

and have more time to study.   

We are lucky to have many choices in 
Coppell.  I hope the detailed insights 
below and the information on the Edu-
cational Options chart help you find the 
fit that gives your child enough chal-
lenge and a strong bond with class-

mates and faculty.  

Barbara Geller 
CHS CGA Parent Representative 
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Executive Summary 

Key Considerations 

Class CompositionClass CompositionClass CompositionClass Composition    

According to the research, the best set-
ting for gifted students in high school is 
in a classroom with only gifted students. 
(VanTassel-Baska, J. (2005) NAGC - Ten 
Things All Administrators Should Know 
About Gifted Children.)  In theory, they 
get a teacher who understands that (a) 
gifted students will question everything, 
but does not interpret questions as a 
challenge to his authority, (b) gifted stu-

dents don’t take as much repetition 
(e.g., worksheets) to learn a concept, 
which frees up time to discuss more, go 
more in-depth, or move faster through 
concepts, all of which keep gifted stu-
dents engaged instead of bored, and (c) 
gifted students are not all alike and in 
fact, are more heterogeneous than the 
norm and consequently require more 
curriculum compacting and differentia-
tion than any other type of student mix.   
Furthermore, they get the social and 
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ject partners who don’t work at 
the same level, and the whole 
group shares a grade, regardless 
of their individual efforts. In these 
instances your child becomes the 
“teacher” or the one who does all 

the work. 

• Pre-AP classes often include over 
50% of the students taking that 
subject, so although they are per-
ceived as “advanced”, in reality 
they range from middle-of-the-road 
students to advanced students.  
Either the student or the parent is 
motivated to achieve. Repetitious 
learning may be reinforced 
through memorization and other 

forms of redundant homework. 

• AP and IB classes will include 
high–achievers, plus some kids 
whose parents push them.  Gifted 
kids often take AP classes in sub-
jects where they aren’t gifted or if 
there is no GT class in that sub-

ject. 

• GT classes are limited to the gifted 
kids.  Some GT kids will avoid the 
GT classes, since they do not get 
additional GPA weighting com-
pared to AP classes.   So for the 
most part, GT classes contain GT 
students who want to learn more 
(depth and complexity) or who 
want to be with their peers - high-
achievers, non-conformers and 

under-achievers. 

• TAMS only accepts high achieving 
students, although not strictly 

gifted. 

• Dual Credit classes can be a grab 

bag of adult learners. 

CurriculumCurriculumCurriculumCurriculum    

If depth and “rigor” (as opposed to 
difficulty) are the criterion, IB gets my 

nod for best curriculum.   

AP classes are essentially “survey” 
courses – a mile wide and an inch 
deep.  There are lots of factoids to 
learn for the AP exam, leaving little 
time to go in depth on anything. They 

are more rigorous than an on-level 
course in that they cover more mate-

rial.    

Because GT classes can move more 
quickly, they have time to go deeper 
(English, Science, History) or faster 

(Math).   

IB, with its focus on global perspec-
tives and independent research, is 
probably the “deepest”.  Students 
may not learn all the facts found on 
the AP exam, but they will understand 
the issues, causes and effects better 
and be taught to engage in critical 
thinking.  They will do extensive writ-

ing and will learn how to learn.  

New Tech High will utilize on project-
based learning as a way to engage 
students, especially underachievers 
and those who are not connected or 
don’t expect to connect to the tradi-
tional high school environment. The 
focus is on skill development and 
feedback rather than grades.  Stu-
dents will be evaluated on 8 learning 
outcomes, such as work ethic, com-
munication skills, and technological 

proficiency, that transcend subjects. 

Teacher QualityTeacher QualityTeacher QualityTeacher Quality    

Results in a classroom are affected 
by teacher quality more than anything 
else.  In an industry where it is practi-
cally impossible for someone to lose 
his job for inferior performance after 
his first 3 years on the job, quality is 

an important issue.  

Pursuit of additional training is proba-
bly the best surrogate indicator avail-

emotional support of being with intel-
lectual peers who share their inter-
ests and passions rather than calling 
them nerds and of learning they 
aren’t expected to be perfect or the 
best (which is important to learn be-
fore going off to a highly selective 
college and getting depressed at the 

caliber of competition). 

You’ll find the highest concentrations 
of gifted kids in GT classes (100% 

gifted), IB, and gifted academies. 

• There is a rumor that New Tech 
High is designed just for gifted 
kids.  Not true.  The district’s hope 
is that NTH@C will mirror the 
demographics of CHS, with every-
one from the gifted to the student 
slightly below grade level and eve-

rything in between. 

• On-level classes have a mix of 
ability levels.  Counselors often 
recommend taking at least one 
easy on-level class in order to 
have a class that “doesn’t cause 
stress.”  However, on-level classes 
often include kids who need reme-
diation.  This becomes an issue 
when your child is assigned pro-

High School Choices - cont. 

GT Classes at NTH@CGT Classes at NTH@CGT Classes at NTH@CGT Classes at NTH@C    

 
“We are not going to have sepa-
rate GT courses.  However, we will 
be looking for teachers specifically 
with their GT certification (not just 
30 hours).  There will be times 
when the teachers put our identi-
fied students in a homogeneous 
setting with their like peers while 
developing their projects, etc.  Ad-
ditionally, during our 
www.wednesday@NTH we will 
have opportunities for our GT stu-
dents to participate in activities 
especially designed to meet their 
social, emotional and academic 
needs.” 
  
Tabitha Branum 
Director, NTH@C 

Poor Test TakersPoor Test TakersPoor Test TakersPoor Test Takers    

 
The student who doesn’t do well 
on tests may have more success 
with IB than with AP.  College 
credit depends solely on one exam 
for AP.  With IB, the end of course 
test is only part of the score…
although the test covers two years 

of material.  
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A Note about School SizeA Note about School SizeA Note about School SizeA Note about School Size    

The optimal size for a high school is 
1200-1800 students, which allows 
for the maximum variety of classes 
and extracurricular activities, cost 
efficiency, and ‘personal’ connec-
tions.  CHS can offer the variety.  
NTH@C can offer the sense of com-
munity.   Neither of our schools will 

be ideal size. 

What difference does school size 

really make? 

• Each CHS counselor serves 350 
kids, so they don’t even know their 
assigned students well enough to 
write a college or summer camp 

recommendation. 

• A freshman is known by 7 of the 
216 teachers (3%) in the hallways 
at CHS.  A senior might be known 

by 28 of the teachers (13%). 

• Some teachers at CHS do not 
even have their own classrooms.  
They have rolling carts to move 
their things from room to room.  
That’s not a boon for teacher moti-
vation and retention, and it’s hard 
to find your teacher to ask a ques-
tion if she doesn’t have a class-

room. 

• A quiet, shy kid who does not get 
involved in extracurriculars right 
away and who doesn’t make 
friends easily may feel shunted to 
the side or lonely at CHS in her 
freshman year.  But a kid who gets 
involved and makes friends will 
find his own niche – a skill he will 
need if he is headed for a large 

university after graduation. 

College Credit FallaciesCollege Credit FallaciesCollege Credit FallaciesCollege Credit Fallacies    

Why should a child take “college 

level” classes? 

1. To be challenged and motivated in 

class. 

2. To prepare for college, by getting 
used to extensive reading, writing, 

able to us parents of a teacher’s de-

sire to achieve high performance.   

• New Tech High has 70 applicants 
for 18 jobs, which should create 
an opportunity for Tabitha Branum 
to hire some of the best teachers 
in town.  In fact, she is requiring 
that teachers have not just NTH 
training, but also AP training and 
more GT training than many of our 
GT teachers have.   She is also 
giving preference to teachers with 
masters degrees in their subject 

matter rather than in education. 

• AP, GT, and IB teachers must all 
undergo initial training specific to 
those programs.  Ongoing training 
in AP & IB is encouraged, but not 
required.  GT teachers are re-
quired to have 6 hours of GT train-

ing each year. 

• “On-level” teachers have a wide 
variety of experience, training and 
motivation.  Some teachers simply 
have a heart for struggling learn-
ers and choose to teach at this 
level.  New teachers, who have not 
yet had training for AP, GT or IB, 

end up in on-level classes. 

• TAMS students take classes at 
UNT taught by professors who 
have advanced degrees in the 
subjects they teach.  CISD teach-
ers might know more about learn-
ing styles (such as visual learn-
ers); TAMS and other such acad-
emies’ professors know more 
about their subjects.  Research 
shows that kids really look up to 
teachers who know a lot about 
their subject matter 
(Csikszentmihalyi, et.al., 1993). 
TAMS students are only allowed to 
enroll in certain sections of 
classes, which I suspect are hand-
picked by the TAMS directors to 

ensure they get good professors. 

• Dual Credit teachers are also pro-
fessors, although I would contend 
that the better professors are re-
cruited by full universities, not 

community colleges. 

critical thinking, and discussion, 
as opposed to rote memorization 
and multiple choice tests.  In this 
regard, IB is better than AP.  AP 
classes are more like those boring 

freshmen survey courses. 

3. To demonstrate to prospective 
colleges that a student challenges 
himself and can succeed in chal-

lenging classes. 

4. To earn college credit and – 

maybe – save on college tuition. 

The second and third objectives can 
be met by taking a couple AP classes, 
although taking more AP classes or 
pursuing an IB diploma would be 
more impressive and may help with 
acceptance into the more elite 

schools.   

Unfortunately, parents seem to latch 
onto the last reason, which is proba-
bly grossly oversold.  Unless a stu-
dent intends on attending a public 
university in Texas and takes the full 
64-credit dual credit program or 
earns an IB diploma, it is unlikely that 
a college will award anywhere near as 
much credit as you might anticipate 
based upon the hype surrounding 

dual credit, AP and IB.  

Why?  Face it – colleges want to get 4 
full years of tuition revenues from 

your kid.   

Rule #1: Find out in advance what 
the course credit policies are at the 
colleges your child might attend.  The 
College Board provides links to the AP 
policy statements of most colleges at 
http://
collegesearch.collegeboard.com/
apcreditpolicy/index.jsp.  Interna-
tional Baccalaureate policies can be 
reached from http://www.ibo.org/

country/US/index.cfm . 

Examples of colleges’ policy restric-

tions: 

• Texas public universities are re-
quired to accept dual credit and IB 

diplomas, with some limitations. 

High School Choices - cont. 



Specia l  Ed it ion  Page 4 

• Out of state schools and private 

universities set their own policies. 

• Some have a total cap of 15 credit 
hours (1 semester), so take more 
than 5 AP classes for the enjoy-

ment, not the credit. 

• Most colleges accept some AP 
credit, but a passing score of 3 on 
the exam probably won’t cut it.  A 
4 or 5 might earn credit, but it 
may be retroactive after taking 
another junior or senior level 
course in the subject, or it might 
apply to electives and not core 
requirements or the major.  The 
Ivy Leagues generally won’t take 
anything less than a perfect 5.   At 
CHS, 70% of students who take an 
AP exam will pass it with a score 

of 3, 4 or 5. 

• IB credit might be limited to “high 
level” (HL) classes with a certain 
score, or to students who earned 
a total of 24 or 35 IB points.  
About 78% of IB students earn the 
IB diploma, meaning they earned 
at least 24 points out of a possible 

45. 

• At least one Ivy League school 
won’t accept dual credit classes 
that take place on a high school 

campus. 

• Another Ivy League school won’t 
accept dual credit if the classes 
counted towards the high school 

diploma. 

• One elite college won’t give credit 
for anything; instead, students 
must take the college’s own place-

ment tests during orientation. 

• TAMS reports that Texas public 
and private universities accept 
their credits, and the Ivy Leagues 
usually grant enough advanced 
standing that a student can earn 
both a bachelor’s and a master’s 

degree in 4 years. 

So what should your strategy be to-

wards earning college credit? 

• Take enough advanced classes to 

challenge the student. 

• Take few enough advanced 
classes that he can be successful 

in all of them. 

• Expect no more than 15 hours of 
credit and brace yourself for get-

ting less. 

• Maintain a glimmer of hope for 
more credit hours, or the possibil-
ity of finishing in 4 years with a 
double major or a master’s de-

gree. 

FlexibilityFlexibilityFlexibilityFlexibility    

So many adults – myself included – 
change career paths after getting out 
of college.  How can we possibly ex-
pect that our middle school kids know 

what they want to do? 

As parents, we need to understand 
the points of flexibility in a program 
and build in flexibility to change 

paths.  

As Stephen Covey says, “Start with 
the end in mind”.  Map out high 
school curriculum choices, starting 
with senior year.  Then, checking the 
prerequisite courses, back into what 
courses need to be taken in junior, 
sophomore, freshmen year and 8th 

grade.  For instance, 

• IB students need 4 years of for-
eign language, so don’t put that 
off until sophomore year or sum-
mer school or camp will be neces-

sary. 

• IB students need to take Pre-
Calculus by sophomore year, so 
they need to take at least Pre-AP 
Algebra I, if not Geometry, in mid-
dle school.  Or they can attend 
Summer Math Institute at UNT or 

another summer school. 

With the new requirement for 4 years 
of math and 4 years of science, there 
are very few electives slots in a high 

school student’s schedule. 

• Earn as many credits as possible 
in middle school.  Doing so makes 
more options available in high 
school and can free a student up 
for more electives.  Algebra I, Ge-
ometry, BCIS, and Spanish are all 

available. 

• Knock some requirements out in 
summer school. CISD summer 
school does not offer AP classes 
or pre-AP classes, so either use 
summer school to complete re-
quired courses (Health, Speech, 
BCIS, etc.) or find an AP online 
course or summer camp (but get 
approval first for that outside pro-
gram or plan on taking the credit-
by-exam test before school 

starts…) 

• The IB curriculum leaves little 
room for a student to select 
courses other than those that 
meet TEA requirements.  For 
some, this will be the biggest 
drawback to the IB program.  A 
child with interests in multiple co-
curricular programs (those that 
require enrollment in a class, like 
band, academic decathlon, mock 
trial, journalism, etc.) or in special 
programs like aero-science or en-
gineering (Excite and Infinity) may 
not be able to combine all of those 

High School Choices - cont. 

Get Ready for Middle School MathGet Ready for Middle School MathGet Ready for Middle School MathGet Ready for Middle School Math    
 

Every child who is gifted in math 
could be ready for Algebra I in mid-

dle school if we established math  

acceleration as a curriculum goal 
for the elementary school GT pro-
gram.  Encourage your elementary 
principal and the administration to 

adopt that goal.  

High School Math Acceleration High School Math Acceleration High School Math Acceleration High School Math Acceleration 

OptionOptionOptionOption    

To accelerate math in high school, 
take both Geometry and Algebra II 
in the same year.  Since the two 
subjects do not build on each 
other, they can be taken simulta-

neously.  
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interests and the IB curriculum.  
Or, they may need to participate in 
club sports and extracurricular 
clubs, rather than the “co-
curricular” teams that require that 
enrollment in a class for up to 4 
years, too.   Make sure you under-
stand the rules on which co-
curricular programs count towards 

PE or fine arts requirements. 

• Some kids expect to have “flex” (1 
or 2 periods a day without classes) 
as juniors or seniors or for their 
senior year to be a blow off year. A 
flex period will ease the workload, 
but the opportunity cost is giving 
up options to explore more inter-
ests. Just because we pay for high 
school through property taxes in-
stead of a tuition check doesn’t 
mean our kids shouldn’t try to get 
the maximum value out of their 

years in CISD. 

Have an exit strategy: 

• If a child gets in over his head with 
too many hard classes, there are 
windows to change from GT to AP 
(or Pre-AP) and from AP (or Pre-AP) 
to on-level classes after the school 
year starts.   So start with the 
tougher class and downshift if 
necessary (but don’t downshift out 

of Pre-AP Math). 

• NTH@C students can switch to 

CHS at year end. 

• IB exit policies have not been de-
fined nor have the rules for con-
verting IB classes to regular 

course credits. 
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High School Choices - cont. 

Want More Electives?Want More Electives?Want More Electives?Want More Electives?    

 
Lobby your school board members 
to eliminate the requirement for 
Teen Leadership.  That would free 
up room for another 1-semester 

class. 

PreparationPreparationPreparationPreparation    

 
To take IB, AP or Pre-AP math in 
high school, your student must get 
on the Pre-AP math track in middle 
school  Because the Pre-AP 
classes move faster and cover 
concepts that are not included in 

the on-level classes, it is virtually  

Parent ExpoParent ExpoParent ExpoParent Expo    

 
Still have questions?  Join the CGA 
Yahoo discussion group by send-
ing an email to coppellgifted-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com or 
visit with a CGA rep at your cam-
pus’ curriculum expo.  (March 12th 

at CHS for next year’s freshman).  

Request GT ClassesRequest GT ClassesRequest GT ClassesRequest GT Classes    

When filling out course schedules, 
indicate “GT” next to any class you 
would like to be GT even if one is 
not listed in the course catalog. If 
enough students request a par-
ticular course to be “GT,” CHS will 
try to staff and schedule a gifted 

section.   

Acronym DictionaryAcronym DictionaryAcronym DictionaryAcronym Dictionary    

    

• AP – Advanced Placement.  
Designed to mimic college 

freshman survey courses. 

• CHS – Coppell High School 

• Early college entrance – pro-
grams that admit students who 
have not yet completed their 
junior or senior year of high 
school.  They take college 
classes and may or may not be 
awarded a high school diploma, 
too, after two years.  TAMS is 
an example of an early college 
program.  Others can be found 

at www.earlyentrance.org. 

• GT – Gifted and Talented.   
CISD has specific criteria for 
identifying gifted kids.  Gener-
ally, someone who scores 95% 
or higher on a nationally-

normed ability test. 

• IB – a rigorous, internationally-
recognized, globally focused 
curriculum that builds critical 
thinking skills.  www.ibo.org  

www.texasibschools.org 

• NTH@C – New Tech High at 
Coppell  

www.newtechfoundation.org 

• Pre-AP – Prep classes for AP. 

• Pre-IB – Prep classes for IB. 

• TAMS – Texas Academy of 
Math and Sciences.  A residen-
tial early college program at 
UNT (Denton) for 11th and 12th 
graders who intend to major in 
math, science, or engineering.  

www.tams.unt.edu 

Full disclosure:Full disclosure:Full disclosure:Full disclosure:  My kids are in 11th 
and 10th grade and do not have 
the option to attend New Tech 
High or enroll in the International 
Baccalaureate Program.  They 
have taken a mix of on-level, Pre-
AP, AP and GT classes.  My son 

has been accepted at TAMS. 

     Barbara Geller 

impossible to move from an on-
level class one year to a Pre-AP 

class the next year.  



Educational Options for Gifted  Coppell Students

-- Key Criteria --

School: NEW TECH HIGH NORTHLAKE
Program: On-level Pre-AP AP GT IB Dual Credit TAMS @ UNT TALH @ Lamar
PROGRAM:

Unique attributes

Project focus; 
technology heavy; 
student directed; multi-
disciplinary; real world 
relevance

Focus on facts; 
teacher directed

Focus on facts; 
teacher directed

More student directed; 
fine tunes skills, go 
deeper into subject

Global focus; 
synthesizes ideas; 
writing & research 
intensive; love of 
learning

Off-campus (not likely 
to be at CHS)

For math, science &  
eng majors; research 
lab opportunities; live 
with gifted kids

Humanities focus; live 
with gifted kids

New program for Coppell
2008-2009 No No No

2 Math & 2 Science 
classes added in 2006-
2007 2009-2010 2006-2007

Entrance criteria

None; lottery None Open enrollment Open enrollment Identified GT kids only To be announced 

Qualification process, 
TAKS scores, SAT, 
ACT, or Accuplacer 
test

SAT, GPA, math test,  
interview

SAT >1000; interview, 
GPA, essay, reading 
list, recommendations 

STUDENT PROFILES:

Students' ability levels

Varies Varies

Mid- to high-ability.   In 
some subjects and 
grades, 50% of all kids 
are in Pre-AP classes Mid- to high-ability

High - if student is 
gifted in that subject 
area

Mid to high ability; 
intellectually curious Varies

Gifted students as % of class
Unknown

Fewer in core classes 
& varies in electives Varies - 40%+ Varies - 40%+ 100%

Varies - 40%+ 
(predicted) Varies Close to 100% 100%

High achievers / strivers

Some Some
Either student or 
parent

Either student or 
parent

Mostly achievers but 
some underachievers; 
includes some 
nonconformists Absolutely Yes

Self-starter; time manager

May already have 
these skills, but 
program will teach 
these skills Maybe Maybe Yes Yes

Yes, long-term 
projects; requires self 
discipline Critical

DEMOGRAPHICS:

Total school population
125 per grade

378 TAMS; 34,000 
UNT

50 TALH, 11,000 
Lamar University

Number of faculty
20 staff members

11:1 student to 
administrator ratio

Max class size 25 non-integrated; 40 
integrated classes 26 to 32; CSI 25 30 30 30 unknown Very large

Average class size About 25 20.4 (core classes) 22.7 20.8 24.6 unknown

Eligible grade levels 9-10 (fall 2008), then 9-
11, 9-12 (fall 2010)  9-12  9-12  9-12  9-12  11-12  11-12

Non-CHS students in classes
No No No No No No College/adult learners

CURRICULUM:

Rigor Dependent on 
differentiation by 
teachers and students

Low (for gifted 
student)

Varies, sometimes it 
is just "hard" (extra 
homework, etc.)

Varies, sometimes it 
is just "hard"; 
theoretically college 
level High

Highest; more critical 
thinking

Community College 
level

Relevance

Real-world focus; job 
shadowing; 
internships; focus on 
skill development

Pursue passions via 
independent research

Student selected 
courses approx. 70 
courses.

Depth
Deeper

Deeper (science & 
English) Deeper

Breadth Broad knowledge Broad knowledge Move faster (math)
Foreign language requirement 3 years 4 years None

11-12

College level - Nationwide, 33% of college 
freshmen drop out.

Move faster

Critical

College age

N/A

High

Yes

EARLY COLLEGE PROGRAMSCOPPELL HIGH SCHOOL

2700 total; about 700 per grade

216 teachers & aides; excluding counselors & AP's

3 years for Distingished Achievement Program; else 2 years



Educational Options for Gifted  Coppell Students

-- Key Criteria --

School: NEW TECH HIGH NORTHLAKE
Program: On-level Pre-AP AP GT IB Dual Credit TAMS @ UNT TALH @ Lamar

EARLY COLLEGE PROGRAMSCOPPELL HIGH SCHOOL

COLLEGE CREDIT:
12 hrs dual credit 
required

TX public universities
see dual credit No No College decides College decides

24 credit hrs with IB 
diploma Likely Yes Yes 

TX private universities see dual credit No No College decides College decides College decides College decides Yes College decides

Out of state colleges
see dual credit No No College decides College decides College decides College decides

Ivy League get BA + 
MS in 4 yrs College decides

TEACHER QUALITY:

Teacher training

7 days of NTH 
training; AP training, 
60 hours GT initial 
training plus 6 hrs 
annually Varies

Initial AP training; 
updates required 
every 3 years

Initial AP training; 
updates required 
every 3 years

AP training;  30 hours 
initial GT training; 6 
hours additional GT 
training per year 

Level 1 IB training 
2008-09; additional 
levels encouraged

FLEXIBILITY:

Move in and out of program
Annual commitment; 
enter program in 9th 
or 10th grade; exit at 
year end No

Must plan curriculum 
starting in 9th; enter as 
junior; exit policy TBD 

Enter fall of junior 
year.  Can exit early, 
but forfeit $1300 
program charge & 
prorated tuition for 
semester; may be 
difficult to return to 
high school.

Ability to choose electives
5 to 6, but fewer 
elective classes from 
which to choose 0.5 credits 

Reduced by flex 
periods needed for 
travel to North Lake

Depends on GPA; up 
to 6 classes in 2 years

TEA course requirements apply
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

No PE, art, speech, 
health, or tech 
required Yes

EXTRACURRICULARS:
All available except 
band; may require 
busing to/from CHS If schedule allows

No varsity sports; 
limited band

4.0 (DAP) to 5.0 credits (Recommended Plan)

All available

Can mix GT, AP & on-level classes; can drop to lower level after 
class starts or at semester


