
Hard-Working or High Ability ?

There are a lot of students whose grades and school performance are as good as students
labeled high ability. But experts say there are some differences. Here are some traits of
honors and high ability students.

HONORS STUDENT HIGH ABILITY  STUDENT

Knows the answers Asks the questions

Is interested Is highly curious

Is attentive Is mentally and physically involved

Has good ideas Has wild, silly ideas

Works Hard Plays around, yet tests well

Answers the questions Discusses in detail, elaborates

Top of the group Beyond the group

Listens with interest Expresses strong feelings and opinions

Listens with ease Already knows

Understands ideas Constructs abstractions

Enjoys peers Prefers adults

Grasps the meaning Draws inferences

Completes assignments Initiates projects

Is receptive Is intense

Copies accurately Creates a new design

Enjoys school Enjoys learning

Absorbs information Manipulates information

Technician Inventor

Good memorizer Good guesser

Enjoys straightforward presentation Thrives on complexity

Is alert Is keenly observant

Is pleased with own learning Is highly self-critical
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How Do Others React to Giftedness?
 The following from Guiding the Gifted by James T.Webb, Ph.D. is another way looking at
the adjectives that describe gifted,

Gifted Children need to be put in their place because they are:

different    out -of-step    manipulative
show-offs who always know the answers    mischievous

hyperactive    stubborn    insensitive to others

likely to question my way of doing things
aggressive    weird    anti-social    conceited

impertinent and challenging    bossy
disrespectful    preoccupied with themselves

not willing to do things the traditional way    
undisciplined

Gifted children may be generally neglected by our society, but they are rarely
ignored as individuals. Their alacrity, intensity and quirks of behaviors often evoke strong
emotional reactions from siblings, peers, teachers, and parents that the gifted child needs to
be put in his place or taken down a peg. Too often terms such as those in the chart are
applied to gifted children in a negative and even punishing fashion. The underlying
message is "they better learn right now that they have to be just like everyone else!"

But take a minute to think about the descriptive terms. What makes them
negative is that they do not fit with our way of doing things! Each of these terms could also
have positive meaning. For example "manipulative" could just reflect that the child is
constructive and creative about getting what she wants. "Hyperactive" could mean that he
is energetic and curious about many things.

 Unfortunately too many adults feel that they must put the gifted child in her
place by publicly criticizing her abilities, or by sarcastically implying that her giftedness is
undesirable and a problem. They make it a liability, rather than an asset, to be gifted. A
major strength of the child is turned against her, thus setting the stage for emotional
withdrawal, added stress, insecurity and poor adjustment.

The reasonable man adapts himself to the world around  him. The
unreasonable man expects the world to adapt itself to him. Therefore all
progress is made by unreasonable men.        George Bernard
Shaw


