
Candidate Name:  Mary Duran  
 
Do you have a website you'd like to have included with your responses on the CGA website? 
 
DuranforCISDtrustee.com 
  
Tell us a little about yourself and why you've decided to run for a school board position  
 
I am a 6th generation Texan and I have lived in Coppell for 10 years. I have been an educator for 25 years and I am a 
mother of two children. My daughter graduated from Coppell High School. It is my honor to run for a seat on the Coppell 
ISD Board of Trustees. I am running for school trustee because I would like to serve my community by devoting my time 
and educational knowledge to help our children reach their greatest potential. 
 
What unique qualities would you bring to the school board?  
 
I am the only candidate with a teacher, counselor, and administrative credentials.In addition, I have earned my master's 
degree in educational leadership. I bring a new perspective to the board of trustees in terms of understanding and 
implementing curriculum, testing and parent education. 
 
How have you been involved with Coppell ISD prior to running for school board? 
 
I have been involved in the CHS band booster club and I am a graduate of the Coppell ISD iLead classes. I also have 
attended many CISD board meeting to learn about policy and procedures. I believe my community involvement has 
helped prepare me to serve as a Coppell ISD Trustee. I am a member of the Coppell Women's Club and active at St Ann 
Catholic Church. My community involvement is a valuable insight into the needs that affect education. 
 
What do you see as the biggest challenges for the district in the next five years?  
 
The biggest issue in Coppell ISD is the growth in student enrollment. I believe that low classroom ratios are critical for 
student achievement. Large classroom size will burn out our best teachers. 
 
Are you in support of the Coppell ISD bond that has been proposed?  
 
I support the proposed bond because of the projected growth over the next five to ten years. Students are enrolling in 
Coppell Schools at a faster rate than earlier anticipated. Middle schools are getting crowded and CHS enrollment is now 
over 3,200 students. The new 9th grade school and the new middle school west will help to balance student enrollment. 
 
How important is serving the needs of gifted kids?    
 
It is extremely important to serve the needs of gifted kids. Gifted students need an accelerated curriculum to help them 
achieve their goals in school. It is important to have a highly trained faculty to educate, mentor and challenge students. 
 
How does Coppell ISD currently serve gifted kids and how does that compare to other districts? 
 
Coppell ISD has a large gifted population which enables the schools to offer a wide selection of comprehensive classes. 
The two models for advance classes are the AP model and the IB model, both offered at CHS. Most school districts do 
not have a large gifted population and cannot offer a large selection of classes.         


