
Candidate Name:  Bac Nguyen  
 
 
Tell us a little about yourself and why you've decided to run for a school board position: 
 
I graduated from Texas City High School, earned an economics degree from Harvard and was admitted to the Texas Bar 
after completing my law degree from SMU.  My wife and I have resided in Coppell for 12 years and my son attends CMS 
West.  As a parent and concerned citizen, I want the district positioned to best support and advocate the the learning of its 
high performing students.  Coppell students' record of strong academic achievement makes the district the centerpiece of 
the Coppell brand.  The growth resulting from the influx of families attracted to the district's academic excellence requires 
skillful and visionary leadership.  I possess the necessary experience and forethought to solve the critical challenges 
facing our community. 
 
What unique qualities would you bring to the school board?  
 
I bring extensive executive problem solving experience in the areas of banking, commercial real estate and law.  These 
attributes have direct application to the bond program, school construction projects and legal issues affecting the district 
daily.  Every year, I interview the best students from North Texas public and private schools for Harvard admissions, 
which provides me valuable perspective into what Coppell ISD's competitive set is doing to prepare their students. 
 
How have you been involved with Coppell ISD prior to running for school board? 
 
I have served as the Harvard representative at Coppell High School's annual college fairs.  Additionally, as much as my 
schedule allows, I go to as many Coppell sporting and extracurricular events as I can to support our students.  This recent 
spring break, I traveled with my family to London and had the opportunity to see the Coppell High School Band proudly 
represent our community in London's annual St. Patrick's Day parade. 
 
What do you see as the biggest challenges for the district in the next five years?  
 
The clear and present challenge facing the district is how to integrate and manage the rapid student population growth 
while continuing to raise the bar of academic performance and maintaining the small town qualities that make the Coppell 
community special.  Also, with a surfeit of high achievers, the district will be challenged to offer enough opportunities for 
all the worthy candidates to attain the leadership roles, captaincies and recognition for which they qualify. 
 
Are you in support of the Coppell ISD bond that has been proposed?  
 
I support most of the projects in the bond; however, I do not agree with the proposed plan of execution.  I find particular 
fault with the all or none choice that is presented when a more nuanced approach that empowers citizens to vote on the 
worthiness of individual projects would better serve the students and the Coppell community at large. 
 
How important is serving the needs of gifted kids?    
 
I think it is critically important that our schools have the resources and educators to serve the entire spectrum of learners 
in the district and not impose a one size fits all approach to education.  That way, students have the equal and unlimited 
opportunity to explore, learn and solve problems at a pace suited to their individual aptitudes and interests. 
 
 
How does Coppell ISD currently serve gifted kids and how does that compare to other districts?  
 
Presently in Coppell ISD, gifted kids are identified early at the elementary level and assigned to a parallel, but more 
rigorous track of core courses that emphasizes critical reasoning and higher order thinking.  Gifted kids have the option to 
take coursework multiple grade levels above their age in several subject areas so long as they demonstrate mastery of 
any prerequisites.  In my opinion, Coppell does a commendable job of letting students and families continually assess 
their progress in the various academic tracks and keeping open the avenues to accelerate or decelerate the learning pace 
as warranted.  Based on my interviews of Harvard applicants from all over North Texas through the years, I think Coppell 
is on par with most of the top public school districts and private schools in Texas.  However, I feel Coppell still trails the 
very elite private schools and public schools such as St. Marks, Hockaday and Highland Park ISD, particularly in the 
humanities.              


