
Candidate Name:  Jill Popelka   
 
Do you have a website you'd like to have included with your responses on the CGA website? 
 
www.jillpopelka.com 
  
Tell us a little about yourself and why you've decided to run for a school board position  
 
I see this opportunity to serve on the Coppell School Board as a great honor.  This role sits squarely at the intersection of 
my greatest passion and my one of my favorite strengths.  I am passionate about education and learning.  Learning is a 
critical skill throughout life – not just when you’re young!  I love looking toward an unknown future and trying to prepare for 
it, and I love leading teams toward unimaginable goals.  Keeping it simple, here is my why: 
- I have a passion for preparing young people for the future! 
- I want to use my experience with technology to help our school district simplify and streamline our technology strategy 
- We need to deepen and broaden the conversation between our community and our schools to take CISD to the next 
level! 
 
What unique qualities would you bring to the school board?  
 
I'm committed to being an energetic and active board member!  I believe are a number of important qualities that are key 
to effectiveness on the CISD board.  Here are a few things I'll bring: 
 
1.  The ability to listen to the community, our teachers, and our students. 
 
2.  A desire to build trust with our community, growing a healthy and interactive environment with the administration staff 
and educators in our district. 
 
3.  A commitment to stay involved in the district by attending school activities and engaging at every level so that I’m living 
in the world that we are trying to impact. 
 
How have you been involved with Coppell ISD prior to running for school board? 
 
I've been a parent of 2 children in the CISD for 8 years, which I believe is the most important involvement and experience 
for a board member.  I've been active in PTO boards, committees, and graduated from the most recent CISD iLEAD 
program.   
 
What do you see as the biggest challenges for the district in the next five years?  
 
I know we all agree - relieving the massive growth and overcrowding is our first priority.  Beyond that, we need to focus on 
developing the best possible environment for our kids to learn.  Part of that is creating the challenges that can help 
prepare for a changing world!  Experience in business and technology and real-world problems is critical.  Staying ahead 
of the pace of change is likely our biggest challenge! 
 
Are you in support of the Coppell ISD bond that has been proposed?  
 
Yes.  
 
How important is serving the needs of gifted kids?    
 
It is critical that we develop the talent inside the gifted children in our community.  These are our future leaders, 
innovators, engineers.  We must capture their attention and give them an opportunity to grow their skills.  We must give 
them the opportunity and experiences to more deeply understand the world they live in and encourage them to apply their 
gifts to improve our community and our world! 
 
How does Coppell ISD currently serve gifted kids and how does that compare to other districts? 
 
Coppell ISD is fortunate to be home to many gifted children.  We must continually challenge ourselves to provide more 
diverse experiences to help our children develop their individual gifts.  I believe we need to focus on identifying the core 
strengths in our gifted children, and then provide unique experiences that can help them grow the confidence and 
capabilities to apply their gifts to a broader purpose!       

http://www.jillpopelka.com/

