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Tell us a little about yourself and why you’ve decided to run for a school board 
position: 

 

I’m the father of two boys:  a seventh-grader who has autism plus an intellectual 

disability that limits his speech and cognitive function, and a third-grader who is a gifted 
learner. 
 

For most of my career, I was a journalist, including an eight-year stint as an editor at 
The Dallas Morning News followed by five-plus years as the top editor at People 

Newspapers, an affiliate of D Magazine. These days, I earn my paycheck by writing and 
editing for the Allied Pilots Association. 
 

My wife and I moved to Coppell expressly to get our older son into Coppell ISD schools, 
which offer outstanding programs for students on the autism spectrum. That has turned 

out to be one of the best decisions we’ve ever made for our family. We have gained so 
much from living in Coppell ISD that I want to try to pay it back by volunteering my time 
as a trustee. 
 
What unique qualities would you bring to the school board? 

 

When I was a journalist, I knew how important it was to keep asking questions - even if 
some people might perceive them as “dumb questions” - until I truly understood what I 

was writing about. I believe the same is true of trustees; they must keep asking 
questions until they truly understand what they’re voting on. If I’m elected, I will 

persistently ask questions that will make district administrators clarify and justify their 
proposals. 
 

During my time at People Newspapers, I covered the monthly meetings of the Highland 
Park ISD Board of Trustees, the Highland Park Town Council, and the University Park 

City Council so I could explain all of their votes and actions to my readers. If I’m elected, 
I intend to provide the same service to my constituents regarding the Coppell ISD Board 
of Trustees’ votes and actions. 
 
 

 
 

 



How have you been involved with Coppell ISD prior to running for school board? 
 

During the 2016-2017 school year, I served on Coppell ISD’s Elementary Facilities 
Committee. 

 
I have volunteered at events sponsored by the Denton Creek Elementary PTO as often 
as possible. 

 
My wife and I are enrolled in iLead CISD, a leadership training program that educates 

Coppell ISD residents about the school district's operations and its opportunities for 
service. 
 

What do you see as the biggest challenges for the district in the next five years? 
 

The biggest challenge facing Coppell ISD is growth. The administration and the board 
have to figure out where to educate all of our students, especially those who live in the 
southern end of the district. Developers have recently erected three new neighborhoods 

at the intersection of Belt Line Road and State Highway 114 without saving space for a 
school in any of them; a fourth such neighborhood at that intersection is in the works.  

 
The second-biggest challenge is winning back the trust of the many Coppell ISD 
residents who feel the district is not spending money wisely. Our most recent bond 

election, in 2016, barely passed: 50.2% to 49.8%. The people who voted for the $249 
million bond package outnumbered the people who voted against it by only 22 voters. (I 

voted for it.) As I’ve knocked on doors during this campaign, I’ve heard from a lot of 
people who feel their taxes are unnecessarily high. The administration and the board 
can and must do more to regain these residents’ support. 
 
How important is serving the needs of gifted learners in Coppell ISD?  Why? 

 

It’s very important, because gifted learners have special needs, just as learners with 
autism or Down syndrome or dyslexia do. I was identified as “talented and gifted” when I 

was a Dallas ISD fourth-grader, and I distinctly remember how frustrating it was to be in 
a sixth-grade classroom where instruction ground to a halt because one of my 

classmates did not know how to read. That experience may have played a role in my 
mother’s decision to send me to DISD’s Alex W. Spence Talented and Gifted Academy 
for middle school. Absent such magnet programs, a district should provide pull-out 

services or advanced, differentiated activities to keep gifted learners engaged. Luckily, 
my third-grader has already received both types of service. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



How does Coppell ISD currently serve gifted learners and how does that compare 
to other districts? 

 

My first-hand knowledge of how Coppell ISD serves gifted learners goes through third 

grade only; so far, I’m pleased with the services my son receives. As far as how it 
compares to other districts, I can only go by how those districts enumerate their 
services on their websites. In that regard, Coppell ISD is head and shoulders above its 

neighboring districts. 
 

 


